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The Nursing Experience of Caring a Child
with Ischemic Optic Neuropathy Associated
with Fabry Disease

Ling-Yi Tai, Yann-Fen Yeh*

ABSTRACT

Ischemic optic neuropathy, albeit rare, is a complication of Fabry disease. This case was a
12-year-old child with Fabry disease. Nursing care was provided between September 19th and
October 4th 2012. The data was collected through interviews, attentive listening, observation,
and nursing care. Assessing the patient have identified problems including fears, falls, family
coping and self-care deficit. At first the family refused hyperbaric oxygen therapy due to fear and
financial burden. Through proactive care, provision of disease-related knowledge, alleviating
family anxiety, strengthening family support systems, and financial help from social workers,
the child finally received treatment and monocular vision was restored. I also used low vision
care measures to help children and their families face impaired vision, and raise the resilience in

coping with the disease. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2015; 14:1, 85-94)
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