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A Case Study of Illegal Immigrants With
Traumatic Brain Injury : Application of
Leininger Transcultural Nursing Theory

Chin-Huang Chen, Pei-Chien Lu*, Su-Er Guo**

ABSTRACT

Different cultural beliefs and language barriers are the primary causes for immigrants who have
received inadequate healthcare, especially for illegal immigrant family members. Health care
professionals expressed difficulties to administer holistic and just-in-time care to the patients and
their family due to beliefs and rituals of various cultures. Transcultural nursing becomes critical
these days. In this study, the patient, who was an illegal immigrant for overstay, was hospitalized
between August 61 and 17%, 2011. The researchers applied Leininger Transcultural Nursing
Theory to collect three distinct levels of information, assess health care demand, and to provide
appropriate nursing intervention during hospitalization. Cross-cultural communication, culture
care maintenance, negotiation and restructuring were used to satisfy the caregiver’s demands
after the patient returned home. Concepts of early rehabilitation, nasogastric tube feeding and
swallowing training skills were instructed. The primary caregiver was also taught to supervise
and assist the patient early rehabilitation at home. The article aimed to share valuable nursing
experience with the clinical nurses and emphasize the importance of trans-cultural assessment and

effective communication in providing healthcare. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2014; 13:4, 90-100)
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