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An Emergency Nursing Experience
of a Foreign Spouse suffering
Domestic Violence

Yi-Hsiu Tsai, Jia-Shun Kuo*, Tsui-Hua Hsu**

ABSTRACT

ey
| i 365

This article described an emergency nursing experience of an Indonesian spouse suffering
from domestic violence. The patient was admitted alone to the emergency room alone on March
14th, 2012. She first reported her injury as the result of a cycling accident. When the nurses
assist the patient in changing clothes, they discovered multiple bruises throughout her body.
After consultation, she expressed that her injuries were the results of domestic violence. The

hospital placed the patient in a secure environment during treatment and injury assessment, and

\/
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fic
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[

notified the police promptly. A holistic assessment, which included biological, psychological,

P
7

social and spiritual aspects, was conducted, and the data were collected via observation, listening

[Ny

and interviews. The following nursing issues were confirmed: impaired skin integrity, fear and

g

hopelessness. In addition to medical treatment, we also provided physical and psychological

support through companionship and care to ease the patient’s mood and relief her fear, as well

B R v o QS

am
38

as domestic violence counseling and social resources to aid the patient in positive thinking and

readapt to life. We hope by sharing the nursing experience to provide nurses a reference when

attending to domestic violence patients. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2014; 13:5, 108-116)
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