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The Nursing Experience of Taking Care
a Nine-Month-Old Infant with Visual
Impairment and Salmonella Infection

I-Chun Hsin, Chi-Chun Chin*

ABSTRACT

This case report described the nursing experience of caring a nine-month-old female infant
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with Salmonella enteritis. She also suffered from developmental delay and visual impairment
due to prematurity. The author provided direct care between October 8th and 15th 2012,
and accompanied her in the process of rehabilitation after discharge until November 10th. A
holistic assessment was done through observation, interview, physical assessment, and review
of medical records, including physical, psychological, social and spiritual dimensions. Three
major health problems were identified, including diarrhea/Salmonella gastroenteritis, growth
and developmental delay and visual impairment, parenting role conflict and unmet special needs
of family. By adopting family-centered approach and the skills of empathy, communication,
acceptance and caring during the nursing period, the author had established a good therapeutic
relationship with the case and his parents, provided relevant information and social resources, and

had helped parents participate in the treatment programs and strengthen parent-child attachment

relationship. The parents’ confidence was boostered and they could take care of the baby
independently at home. We share the nursing experience with the wish to help those who also

take care of similar cases. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2014; 13:6, 94-103)
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