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Increase the Provision Rate of Hospice-
Palliative Care for Lung Cancer Patient in a
Hospital

Chiung-Chun Wu, Yi-Chen Li, Yung-Tin Huang*, Shu-Chiou Lee**

ABSTRACT

Symptoms of advanced lung cancer patients can seriously affect patients’ quality of life.
Hospice-palliative care helps in controlling the symptoms and improves life quality among
terminally ill patients. Data showed that the provision of hospice-palliative care for lung
cancer patient from January to June, 2015 was only 10.9%. Analysis concluded that the low
provision rate was caused by the lack of referral mechanism in lung cancer treatment and
case manager care guideline, the lack of hospice training in lung cancer medical members,
and that the computer information system was not connected to the notification forms. To
address these issues, the following solutions were devised and implemented: revise lung
cancer treatment and case manager care guideline to include referral mechanism, implement
an evaluation for referral to hospice care, provide hospice training programs, implement
quality control over provision of hospice care, and assist hospice care consultation with
available resources. After the solutions were implementation, the provision rate of hospice-
palliative care increased from 10.9% to 61.7%, which is a clear indication that the program
can effectively increase both the quality and provision of hospice care for terminal lung

cancer patients. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2019; 18:1, 90-100)
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