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An Emergency Nursing Experience in Caring
for a Pneumonia Patient with Rib Fractures

and Hemothorax Following a Fall

Chia-Yi Lu1 , Hui-Ying Chang2

ABSTRACT

Emergency care for a pneumonia patient with rib fractures and a hemothorax is described
in this article. The care period is from 15:00 on December 17 to 16:30 on December 19,
2021. The patient fell while seeking treatment for pneumonia, resulting in a left rib fracture
and a hemothorax. During care, data was collected through direct observation, physical
assessments, interviews, and discharge phone calls, using Gordon's health functional models.
The patient's health issues included acute pain, respiratory clearance dysfunction, and
caregiver stress. Recommended that units organize in-service education courses to enhance
colleagues’ knowledge of the pneumococcal vaccine. (Tzu Chi Nursing Journal, 2024; 23:2,

121-130)
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RN, Hualien Tzu Chi Hospital,Buddhist Tzu Chi Medical Foundation1; ER Nurse Practitioner, Hualien Tzu Chi
Hospital,Buddhist Tzu Chi Medical Foundation?

Accepted: January 9, 2024

Address correspondence to: Hui-Ying Chang No. 707, Sec. 3, Zhongyang Rd., Hualien City, Hualien County 970,
Taiwan

Tel: 886-928-611-285 E-mail: vickychang1246@gmail.com

TZU CHI NURSING JOURNAL | 130 | Volume 23 - Number 2



